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Limes Romanus in Slovakia 

Jaroslava SCHMIDTOVÁ / Ján RAJTÁR / Katarína HARMADYOVÁ 

 

Abstract: During the Roman period the major part of contemporary Slovakia lied outside the territory 

of the Roman Empire. Only its very small area on the right bank of the river Danube – fore field of the 

present capital Bratislava – belonged to the province Pannonia Superior. On the Danube, south-

western Slovakia had a very close connection with the northpannonian frontier, however, and such 

a close neighbourhood had a significant impact on the development in their fore field, too. 

The permanent military camps on limes started to be built only under Domitian (81 – 96). During his 

era limes castel Gerulata (village Rusovce, contemporary suburb of Bratislava) situated southwest of 

Carnuntum was founded by Romans. Another Roman castle was situated nearby village Iža by 

Komárno. It originated later, under Marcus Aurelius (161 – 180) and as the only fortress in this 

segment of limes it was pushed forward to the left bank of the Danube. 

On the territory of the southwestern Slovakia were many architectures built in Roman style but in the 

Germanic environment uncovered. The oldest traces of such architectures go back to the era of 

Augustus and they were unearthed above the confluence of the rivers Danube and Morava in 

Bratislava-Devín. Other similar buildings from Stupava, Bratislava-Dúbravka, Cífer-Pác, Ve ľký Kýr 

(before Milanovce) and from Bratislava-Devín belong already to the 2nd, 3rd and the late 4th century.  

Three sites on Limes Romanus in Slovakia are three National Cultural Monuments - Devín, Gerulata 

and Iža. 

 

Zusammenfassung: Während der römischen Epoche lag der größte Teil der heutigen Slowakei 

außerhalb des Territoriums des Römischen Reiches. Nur ein kleines Gebiet am rechten Donauufer – 

im Vorfeld der Hauptstadt Bratislava – gehörte zur Provinz Pannonia Superior. Der Südwesten der 

Slowakei stand in enger Verbindung zur nordpannonischen Grenze an der Donau und diese 

unmittelbare Nachbarschaft hatte auch einen signifikanten Einfluss auf die Entwicklung des Vorfeldes. 

Unter Domitian (81 – 96 n.Chr.) wurde begonnen, ständige militärische Lager am Limes zu errichten. 

Während dieser Zeit wurde das Limeskastell Gerulata (Dorf Rusovce, heutiger Vorort von Bratislava) 

im Südwesten von Carnuntum von den Römern gegründet. Ein weiteres Kastell lag in der Nähe des 

Ortes Iža bei Komárno. Es entstand später, unter Mark Aurel (161-180 n.Chr.), und drang als einziges 

Lager dieses Teils des Limes in das linke Donauufer vor. 

Im Gebiet der südwestlichen Slowakei wurden viele Architekturstrukturen freigelegt, die im 

„Römischen Stil“, aber im germanischen Umfeld errichtet worden waren. Die ältesten Befunde dieser 

Bauart gehen auf die Zeit des Augustus zurück und wurden am Zusammenfluss der Donau und der 

March in Bratislava-Devín ausgegraben. Andere, ähnliche Bauten von Stupava, Bratislava-Dúbravka, 

Cífer-Pác, Vel’ký Kýr (vor Milanovce) und Bratislava-Devín gehören bereits dem 2., 3. und dem späten 

4. Jahrhundert an. 
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In der Slowakei sind drei archäologische Stätten am Limes Romanus „Nationale Kulturdenkmäler“: 

Devín, Gerulata und Iža. 

 

Keywords: Limes Romanus in Slovakia, Rusovce, Iža, Devín, protection 

 

Rusovce – Gerulata 

Considering complexity and extent of archaeological evidence, the best preserved site is Gerulata in 

Rusovce. Rusovce is a borough in south part of the Slovak capital Bratislava. It is situated in Danubian 

Lowland, in riparian zone on the right bank of the river Danube.Remains of castellum Gerulata, a fort 

on Limes Romanus, underlie the centre of the present borough. The name “Gerulata” is thought to 

have been adopted by the Romans probably from autochthonous Celtic inhabitants. 

The area of Rusovce is located in the North of the Roman province of Pannonia. The castellum played 

an important role as it defended the east wing of the Roman legions stationed in Carnuntum.  

According to archaeological excavations, Gerulata represents a typical Danubian Roman castellum 

with four major building phases. Associated civil settlement and cemeteries came to light as well. 

Albeit without evidence by now, a Roman port on the Danube is assumed somewhere in the vicinity. 

The first major building phase of Gerulata represents a wooden-earthen castellum. The camp was 

erected in the 2 nd half of the 1 st century during the reign of the Flavians, according to numerous finds 

probably under Domitian. The second subphase is dated to the reigns of Traian (98-117 AD) and his 

adopted son Hadrian (117-138 AD), and is associated with arrival of ala I Cannanefatum. Area of the 

earliest camp is marked by the double V-sectioned ditch. East corner and adjacent quarters were 

eroded away by the Danube.  

From inner buildings of the wooden-earthen camp a small part of barracks was investigated. Four 

rooms (each with an oven) organized in two rows were unearthed and may well have been destroyed 

by fire.  

As for imprints of military stamps on roof tiles, most numerous are those of Legio X Gemina et Pia 

Fidelis (X twin legion, faithful and loyal) and the XIIII twin legion (LEGXIIIIG), some imprints of stamps 

of the Legio XIIII Gemina Martia Victrix (twin legion victorious of Mars, LEGXIIIIGMV) were completely 

preserved. Also few stamps of Legio XV Apollinaris were found. 

The wooden-earthen camp was rebuilt during the 2 nd century, probably under the Antonines. However, 

precise dating of origins of the earliest stone castellum, which represents the second major building 

phase, remains elusive. On the extent and urbanisation of the stone fort in its second phase only 

sparse evidence is available.  

In the late 3 rd and in the 4 th century AD, development of castellum Gerulata entered the third major 

building phase. This represents a smaller castellum of quadrate layout enclosed by a stone wall. The 

main and most conspicuous result of the fourth major building phase is the Late Antique tower-like 

fortlet, which was inset into the corner of an earlier structure. The foundation masonry of pillars went to 

the depth of 3-4 m, what together with thickness of perimeter walls (3 m) allows assuming a three-

storey building with an open ground floor.  
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In Gerulata, an equestrian unit Ala prima Cannanefatum was garrisoned. The ala arrived here during 

the first two decades of the 2 nd century from Lopodunum (Ladenburg, Germany). The tribe of 

Cananefates, who gave ala its name, was originally settled in the Lower Germania. When the ala was 

stationed in Africa, its place in Gerulata took the XVIII cohors of voluntary soldiers with Roman 

citizenship (Cohors XIIX Voluntariorum Civium Romanorum).  

Along the roads leading out of the castellum originated and gradually spread a civil settlement, so-

called vicus. The earlier settlement was of simple pit-houses or buildings from mudbricks. The part of 

settlement near the south gate of castellum (toward the Rusovce Chateau) is fragmentarily preserved. 

Dwellings, workshops or production spaces and layers of deposits indicating human presence (cultural 

layers) have been investigated here. Among the excavated structures, the most spectacular is a 

building with hypocaust.  

By now, three rooms with hypocaust pillars but also rooms without heating system with plain cast floor 

from mortar, gravel and ground bricks have been unearthed. A number of details of hypocaust heating 

system testify to the high quality of this architecture. 

According to archaeological excavations, inhabitants of Gerulata buried their dead at least on five 

cemeteries spreading around the area of castellum and vicus. 

In the surrounding of Gerulata farmsteads and villages were located, which supplied both castellum 

and vicus with foodstuffs and fodder. The rural settlement was excavated some 2.5 km southwest to 

the fort.  

Around 3 km south of the camp a villa rustica from the Period of reign of the Severans was found. It 

was composed of six above-ground architectures. A number of finds from Gerulata is associated with 

the presence of the military. The most luxurious artefact related to the presence of the military is a 

parade bronze helmet of Guisborough type, dated to the 2 nd century AD.  

In 1963, Gerulata was declared a National Cultural Monument and in 1993 the whole Rusovce was 

declared a cultural monument zone. By means of the cultural monument zone also Roman cemeteries 

and remains of vicus underlying the present built-up areas are protected. The Museum Antique 

Gerulata has been open to the public since 1985. Gerulata is a living site. Every construction activity in 

Rusovce is under supervision of archaeologist and rescue excavations are carried out all year long 

whenever needed.  

Every September is possible to visit the Roman Games, an event promoting the Roman Cultural 

Heritage in Gerulata. The Roman Games are most popular among the youngest admirers of ancient 

Rome. 

Realization of preservation and conservation in Rusovce is conditioned by intensive building activity in 

this urban area of Bratislava. During past two years conservation works of the architectures remains of 

several building phases presented at the museum have been carried out in the area of the Ancient 

Gerulata Museum. The first monument restoration for the presentation of foundations of architectures 

was terminated in the year 1987. Masonry in the natural environment was weathered; weeds were 

growing in the humus layers and in the cracks. Therefore, we proceeded to the second monument 

restoration in the year 2007.  
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There are several places yet in the area of the Ancient Gerulata Museum (site Bergl) to be excavated 

and before archaeological excavations there has been geophysical survey undertaken. On the basis 

of the results of measurement were in 2008 the excavations partly realised and could directly verify 

the measurements.  

As for monument protection of Gerulata, the main goal is to prepare a nomination project for enlisting 

of the site in the UNESCO List of Cultural Heritage. Considering the site underlying the present build-

up centre of Rusovce, it is certainly a painstaking work. For instance, the Roman castellum is situated 

on ninety-seven plots of various owners and the vicus on hundreds of plots. The terminal stage of 

preparation of the nomination project will certainly have to be assisted by the highest governmental 

institutions of the state.  

 

 
Fig. 1 - Rusovce – Gerulata 
 

Iža 

The Roman fort lies directly on the right bank of the Danube within the cadastre of today’s municipality 

of Iža (Komárno district), about 4 km east of the mouth of the Váh River. As an advanced bridgehead 

of the legionary camp Brigetio it pertained to the fortification system built up along the north frontier of 

the province Pannonia. Today, its area emerges only slightly in the surrounding flat landscape as a 

low quadratic height called Leányvár (Virgins Castle). 
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The first earth-and-timber fort 

During the Marcomannic Wars the territory around the mouth of the Váh River gained an important 

strategic meaning. Brigetio was probably one of the base camps during the Roman military campaigns 

against the Quadi. At that time the first fortress was built by the Romans in its forefield on the opposite 

bank of the Danube – an earth-and-timber camp. The camp’s fortification consisted of two deep V-

shaped ditches and presumably of earthen ramparts with wooden stockade. From among inner 

constructions so far the remnants of eleven military barracks were uncovered, arranged street-like at 

regular distances next to each other. In the remains of uncovered buildings and around them some 

distinct traces of fire could be detected. Therefore we are entitled to assume that the reason of this 

catastrophe most probably was an unexpected attack of the Germans. The destruction of the earth-

and-timber camp at Iža can be considering finds of coins dated quite exactly to 179.  

 

Temporary field camps 

During an aerial prospecting in 1990 five temporary Roman field camps were discovered at the fields 

west of Leányvár. Traces of their ditches were clearly visible in a large corn field as pale lines forming 

rectangular structures with characteristic rounded corners. Each camp was protected by a single ditch 

and the camps were situated very close to each other. They were of various measurements, from 130 

to330 m long and from 90 to 200 m wide. Extents of these camps varied between 1 and 6,5 hectares. 

In the filling of one of the ditches a denar of the emperor Commodus was found, minted for his wife 

Crispina in 178-183. According to the arrangement and ground plans of these camps they all can 

presumably be dated to the same period. The coin found offers an important clue for dating them to 

the period of the Marcomannic Wars. It is very likely that after the earth-and-timber camp was 

plundered, shortly before the long-time war conflict finished, several military troops had been 

temporarily stationed in these field forts before proceeding further onto the Quadic territory or after 

returning from such a campaign. 

 

Stone fort 

Immediately after the Marcomannic Wars the Romans began to renovate damaged north-pannonian 

Limes fortresses. At that time also the construction of a stone fort began directly at the place where 

the plundered earth-and-timber camp was located in the bridgehead of Brigetio. According to the 

results of archaeological excavations it was a massively fortified stronghold covering the area of more 

than 3 hectares. Its ground plan in a form of a regular square with rounded corners with inner area of 

172 x 172 m followed the cardinal points. In the middle of each side of the fort there was an entrance 

gate protected by a pair of towers. The main south gate (porta decumana) at the shore of the Danube 

enabled a vital connection to the mother legionary camp at Brigetio. The build-up of this fortress was 

extremely difficult because the Romans had to transport almost all the building material by ships from 

the opposite Danube bank. The garrison of the fort was fully dependent on the supply coming from 

Brigetio.  
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Further destiny of the fort in the second half of the 3 rd century is not known as yet. Neither is it the 

name of the military unit that created the garrison of this advanced Roman Limes fortress. Similarly, 

the antique name “Kelemantia”, by which this Roman fort was denominated according to the antique 

geographer Klaudios Ptolemaios, is still uncertain. Not long after Valentinian´s death the Romans 

abandoned the fort or it was plundered. At the end of the 4th – beginning of the 5th century only 

Germans lived in this area. 

 

Excavation and Documentation 

In the year 2006 an exhibition has been installed in the museum in Komárno about 100 year-lasting 

archaeological excavations in Iža and new information system was completed by new information 

boards supported by municipality of Iža and Interreg project. Furthermore, there is a vision to build a 

museum in the village of Iža to present the Roman finds. 

Recent archaeological excavations of the bath went on as international summer school of the students 

of archaeology and history from Belgium, Czech Republic, Iceland, Poland and Slovakia. The students 

participated on the excavations, seminars and lectures about the archaeological methods, technical 

equipment used in archaeology, land survey and mapping in archaeology, documentation and 

conservation of archaeological objects. There has been designed a new 3D-reconstructions of 

selected buildings of the Roman fort in Iža and established a new website about the Roman fort in Iža 

in four languages. 

The aerial and geophysical survey was carried out in Iža as well as survey of temporary Roman 

camps in Virt, Chotín, Závod, Hviezdoslavov and Mužla.  

 

 

Fig. 2 - Iža 
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Devín Castle 

Devín ranks among significant historical sites in Central Europe. It is situated by the ancient Danubian 

fords on the crossroads of the Danubian and Amber roads. Devín's attractive location caused that it 

became a strategically important site from the very beginning of its oldest settlement up to the present 

day.  

Devín's favourable strategic position was not ignored by the Romans, who used it as their fortified 

outpost in the barbaricum. At the end of the 1st century BC the Romans moved the border of their 

empire as far as the Central Danube. In connection with this occupation also Devín was incorporated 

in the sophisticated fortification system on the Danube called Limes Romanus as one of the strategic 

outposts of the Roman camp of the XIV and the XV legions in Carnuntum, between the present day 

Petronell and Bad Deutsch Altenburg in Austria. 

Two layers of clay floor of the destroyed buildings from the period of the turn of the eras in the 

courtyard of the present day Middle Castle rank among the oldest evidence of Roman settlement at 

Devín. The floors covered the square groundplan of the building made of big non-worked quarry 

stones, not connected by mortar, which formed the foundations of a several storey wooden tower. The 

settlement of that period is documented also by numerous finds of ceramics (fragments of wine 

amphoras, a wine jug) coins, buckles, fragments of fine Italian ceramics (terra sigillata), lanterns and 

the like.The Romans were the first to leave behind the remains of walled buildings of high standard at 

Devín.  

The most significant of them was found in close proximity to the western Gothic entrance gate. The 

building's groundplan reminds us of an ancient tomb. An iron cross was found inside it. The other 

uncovered artefacts gained during the many year archaeological exploration of the castle site prove 

the significance of this locality even in the period of Roman empire in the 1st - 4th centuries.  

The Devín Castle Hill has been a National Cultural Monument since 1961. The buffer zone of the 

Monument with compulsory archaeological investigations covers the build-up areas of the village of 

Devín as well. 

Archaeological excavations in the area of village Devín are financed, according to the Law, by the 

developers. Systematic archaeological excavations have been carried out both since 1965. Roman 

buildings are located in Middle and Lower Castle. Foundations of three Roman buildings are 

presented here, alongside with a number of medieval architectures. 

Conservation of architectures of the castle and restoration of the whole monument is realised by the 

City of Bratislava.  

 

The main goal of activities on the Slovak section of Limes Romanus is to prepare and submit a 

nomination project for UNESCO World Heritage Site. The nomination project is prepared in 

cooperation with the Slovak National Board of Monuments. Institutions (City Museum Bratislava and 

Archaeological Institute) working in Rusovce-Gerulata, Devín and Iža took part in 2005 – 2008 in the 

project “Frontiers of the Roman Empire” to start preparing these archaeological sites for the 

nomination.  
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Fig. 3 – Devin Castle 
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